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Planning lessons

Pray before planning your lessons. Seek God in detail for what
you will teach and how you will teach it.

Goals | |

What is your goal for the lesson?

List a few objectives that you want your students to accomplish
from this lesson. For example:

Improve pronunciation of /If and /r/ or /s/ and /sh/
Speak fluently for 2 minutes

Be involved in a conversation of at least 3 exchanges.
Understand the principle of forgiveness

 Icebreaker _

Begin with an activity that will help your students focus on the
topic or theme for the day. It helps them settle into class when
they arrive.

'Vocabulary and Idioms |

Introduce a few new words they can use today to increase their
vocabulary. You may want to include a new idiom.

'Communicative activities B
Choose activities that will get the students talking a lot.

A lesson plan running sheet could look like this:
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e listening to directions, then passing them along to a
third party (in order to use the information to carry out a
task).

o listening to part of a story and repeating it to others.

Listening to solve problems

e Word games in which the answers must be derived from
verbal clues.

 Number games and oral story arithmetic problems.

Asking questions in order to identify something, as in

Twenty Questions, animal, vegetable, or mineral.

o Classroom versions of Celebrity heads, Password,
Jeopardy and Twenty Questions in which careful listening
is critical to questions and answers or answers and
questions.

¢ "Minute Mysteries" in which a paragraph length mystery
story is given by the teacher (or a tape), followed by small
group work in which students formulate solutions.

* A jigsaw mystery in which each group listens to a tape with
some of the clues, then shares information in order to solve
the mystery.

¢ Riddles, logic puzzles and intellectual problem solving

* Real-world problems such as:

o Comparison shopping tasks using recorded
conversations for practice (a customer asking for prices
with several rent-a-car dealers, or several florist shops,
or several barber shops, then choosing the best
bargain), followed by similar kinds of field trips.

e Short descriptions of court cases, with listeners asked
to make a decision and defend it. Field trips can be
assigned in which pairs of students go ouf to do
comparison shopping for products or services, then
report back to the entire class. This activity is suitable
for both adults and children.

24
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Lesson Plan Outline Day 1
Date:6/3/08 Topic: Getting to know you Teacher: Jan W

Goals

Students will be able to:
e Develop relationchipg bin the cliass

 Icebreaker

nwtroductions
ntroduce Yourself and your teaching partner to the class.
Students share thelr names. (3 ming)

i<oomU:_mq<, Idioms, Grammar Structures

Presentation activity:

Show anol Tetl

Show pictures of Your family. Draw your family) tree and
describe your .?sp:& to the class. (2 minsg)

Practice activity:
ntenview

Students draw thetr family tree to their partner and describe their
family. swap. [10 mins]

Students report back to class about their partner’s family.

10 mins]

_Communicative activities

Tell me about aame

Break class tnto groups of 4. Students role the dice and move
around the board answering the question they Land on. You only
need 1 counter as there is no winamer. You continue around the
board for a set time. [20 mins]

What did you learn about the people in your group? [5 mins]
Sentence stems

5
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\nq:m:m_mo no_,_.on:_zoo_._.oon _.om_uo:mmm

l(b) -John
o _.om_om_ _:_ﬂm_,m:om

Ss hear a statement and respond appropriately
note-taking

summaries

verbal responses

dictation

cloze dictation

dictagloss

o]

O

o O

O

instruct students to write on every second line of their
paper so as to leave space to add more later

read a passage of prose through. Students write down
what as much as they can as you read at normal pace.
Repeat 3 or 4 times.

Students discuss what they have written in groups of
3s. They try to fill in the missing gaps.

When they have done as much as possible, read
through the prose passage again.

Students work in trios again.

Repeat until the students have a complete draft of the
prose passage.

Student trios check for grammar errors etc. then write
up a good copy on butcher paper.

Put copies around the room and compare.

22 .
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Lesson Plan Outline Day 2
Date:7/3/08Theme or Topic: Giving directions Teacher: Jan W
(Goals

-

Students will be able to:
o sive directions whew asked

Words are classified into different groupings depending on
their pronunciation. E.g. find all the regular verbs in Acts
Chapter 2 and put them into these 3 categories.

/df 1t/ fad/
moved baked added
E.g. Find all the plural words in the dialogue and put them
into these 3 categories.

| Icebreaker

s/

[z/

leoz/

7\&3?01@ aame

Put about 10 ltems on a tray. Cover the tray with a cloth. Take
the cloth off for 1 minute. Students have to remenber what is on
the tray. Cover the tray again and ask the students what was on
the tray. L& mins]

| Vocabulary, Idioms, Grammar Structures

Presentation activity:

Show the items from the tray. Put them on the table and ask the

stuoents to name them. Don't polnt to the ttem, but give
instructions sueh as “what s next to the spoon?” Write “next to”
ow the board Uf you have one. what is between the spoon and the
knife?” check that they understand the prepositions: next to,

betweew, tn front of, behind, on, under, above, below ete. 110 ming]

Practice activity:

Lspy

Students play “t spy with my little eye something beginning
with _ " Thelr partner can only ask questions using a
preposition. €.9. Is it next to the doov? (s it wear the window? [10
mling]

7
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cats cabs cages
E.g. Using the cards with names of the cities of the world,
put them into the following stress patterns.

® . e O
Sydney Taiwan
London New York
Cairo Yangon

Interviews Students interview each other to practice the
intonation patterns for the questions.

Dictation This can be used for sound recognition, word
endings, and spelling patterns.

Cloze This is like a dictation, but much of the text is printed
out and there are gaps missing that the students are trying
to fill while listening.

E.g. Student get a copy of:

Sue and like things.

Sue likes in her tea. likes
in her coffee.

You read:

Sue and Sharon like sweet things. Sue likes sugar in her
tea. Sharon likes sugar in her coffee.

20
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Lesson Plan Outline Day 3
Date:8/3/08 Theme or Topic: Celebrations Teacher: Jan W

|Goals

Students will be able to:
¢ tolke ahout celebrations b their cultir

® pronpunce /s/ and /sh/ correctly
® use past and present simple tenses

o pnderstand the

| Icebreaker

gaster eag hunt

Put the name of different celebrations on to Easter egg shaped
cards. Hide them around the room. Students find eggs. The

student with the most eags wins a prize. [5 ming]
Show and Tetl

Students pick an Baster egg card with a celebration they know
about and tell the class what they know about it. (eg wedding,
birthda Y mSF??mE\&\ Christmas, New Year, Easter, Passover,

thanksgiving) [10 mins]

| Vocabulary, Idioms, Grammar Structures

]

Presentation activity: ©aster; anniversa ry; hollday; vacation;

u ust around the corner”
Word mateh

Put the vocab words on a card. Put a definition on another card.
Students have to mateh the word with the definition. [z mins]

Practice activity:
Om_‘ms_\wn& Heags

Tape the Baster eag cards to the students’ backs. They have to
watk around the room asking questions from the other students
until they discover what celebration is on thelr back. 10 mins]

| Communicative activities

tnterview

9
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Teaching pronunciation

Aspects of pronunciation that need teaching include:
¢ The sounds of English where they differ from the first
language. E.g. the /th/ sound is only found in English,
Greek and Fijian. Itis not used in any other language. This
is why it is so difficult for second language learers to say
fth/. Students may say /d/ instead of /th/ or they may say
ft/ instead of /th/.
o Stress.
» Words of 2 or more syllables can be stressed in different
places. The position of stress may alter the meaning.
E.g. contact “Please con/tact Tom.” The stress in on
the first syllable when contact is a verb. “Who is your
con/tact?” The stress in on the second syllable when
contact is a noun.
» Stress varies within a sentence to bring emphasis to
different words. E.g. “What time are you going?”

“What time are you going?” = You know the person
you’re speaking to is going somewhere. You don’'t know
what the time is that they are going. But you may only be
looking for a general answer. E.g. This afternoon; or a
specific time, but it's not critical in the conversation.

“What time are you going?” = You know the person
you're speaking to is going somewhere. You don’t know
what the time is that they are going, but you need to
know the exact time. It is critical. E.g. | know you are
going this afternoon, but WHAT TIME so | can make
sure | can see you before you leave.

18
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H H i Ask questions to find the missing street names. Buildings
.—.090—.:3@ m_umm—n_:Q skills could be put on the map. Students ask questions to find

Good speaking activities the name of the buildings or shops.

* Get students fo talk These maps can also be used to give directions. E.g.

° Mﬁ_.,\mm m<maﬂu:mﬁ.m oﬂmﬁ_._wm to talk how do | get to the bank from the post office?

 Stirs up motivation to ta

¢ Challenges students at their level of learning \m : .h@ﬁ_n.}"f 5 & M \m s_,a..n_w_gu s 3

i EF I 7 s
Problems with speaking activities e a 2 e a

¢ Inhibition: Students may be fearful of making mistakes or ,,Hw Noripricge o™ ..__,\."mw.z&?.ﬁm _
are shy of speaking in front of others. They may also be pa  EEEm pm B |
fearful of criticism. U fellganst Ty etingonst -
Solution: use group work and base the activity on easy BE s - e - e B ] ms B s
language. L ® Bz 5 gl @ HE oz

e Nothing to say: Students often complain that they cannot R B L z 8 18 T e g Fue g H
think of anything to say, or the topic may be so unfamiliar wm BB B . e B B @O .
that they don’t know anything about it and therefore have £ EF o pEz TET 0% 0 Tamg UET
nothing to say. B 1 - ta _ The it L.
Solution: make careful choice of topic and choose topics « Kings Park R & Kings Park o TR
relevant and interesting to the students. o - ipert 7| - Apor 2

¢ Low uneven participation: More vocal students dominate S
the conversation. Shyer ones keep quiet.

Solution: Divide students into small groups and put the
dominant ones together.

» First language use in class: Students don’t speak in
English enough but keep reverting back to their first
language.

Solution. Create a reward or penalty system to encourage
the use of English. Eg. Give them all 5 lollies at the
beginning of class. They are not to eat them, but you
remove one each time they speak their first language. At
the end of class they can eat whatever is left.

« Community-oriented tasks: (this works well in ESL
situations, but not so well in EFL situations.) You could use
all your team members in this type of activity. These
exercises compel students to interact with native speakers
outside the classroom. These tasks have two purposes:

o Communicative participation in the community in real
situations.
o Collection of highly relevant and needed information.

e Formal presentations

e Interpreting
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structures that might otherwise seriously interfere with
overall understanding.

Students to listen to dialogue. E.g. they can follow the
pictures, listen to the dialogue, also answer questions,
etc.

Students then need to read silently as they listen.
Teacher needs to pause regularly and ask simple
questions to check comprehension.

Ask the students to listen and repeat (individually or in
whole group).

Answer questions and explain any difficulties.

Ask students to practice saying the certain dialogue in
pairs or small groups, taking all of the parts in turn.
Have student improvise or role-play the dialogue.

¢ Oral reading of prose passages
(stories, children’s books, Bible passages etc.)
Problems to look out for:

¢ Topics may require introduction of more vocabulary.
+ Language may be complex.
» ldeas in text may present comprehension problems.-

» Directed Dialogue: The teacher starts a conversation by
suggesting that one student make a comment to, or ask a
question of, another student in the class. The teacher offers
the content of the remarks, BUT NOT the actual remarks.

Can be used to elicit statements or questions.

Can be made easy or difficult to fit abilities and needs of
class.

Can be used with natural sequences that “fit the
occasion”.

Useful for “fading” — withdrawal of the teacher from the
activity as student involvement and interest increases and
the activity no longer needs to be sustained by the
feacher’s direction.

¢ Interviews

13
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» Class brainstorms a set of questions that can be
addressed to a visitor.
e Teacher interviews student.
e Students then interview each other.
Show and tell
¢ Good introduction to public speaking.
e Encourage classmates to ask questions.
Small Group Discussions
¢ Teacher assigns certain topic (perhaps based on reading
or other assignment) and task.
¢ Have a group spokesperson present a summary of the
discussion to the class.
Oral presentations
Debates
o Divide students into teams of 3 — 4, and give the teams
30 minutes to prepare their arguments.
o Each team member has a limited time in which to
present an argument.
o The other team is given a limited time to question the
feam.
o Each team is given a set time to prepare a concluding
statement
o The referee or audience must choose a winning team.
Role plays
Dramas
Gambits (activities based on language functions such as
giving an opinion, stating a problem expanding a point,
summarizing, responding to disagreement, closers).
Games,
¢ 20 questions
* I’'m going on a trip...
¢ Sentence stems. Finish these sentences.
My favourite animals are.........................
llike peoplewho ...l

| could not live without............................
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