
 
I  a m  h a p p y  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  I  a m  h e a r i n g  G o d  m o r e  c l e a r l y  t h e n  I ’ v e  h e a r d  f o r  
m a n y  y e a r s  a n d  o u r  v a r i o u s  l e a d e r s h i p  g a t h e r i n g s  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e p e n d e n t  
u p o n  l i s t e n i n g  t o  G o d  t o g e t h e r  a n d  t a k i n g  s e r i o u s l y  e a c h  p e r s o n ’ s  u n d e r s t a n d -
i n g  o f  w h a t  G o d  i s  s a y i n g .    
 
I  a m  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  Y W A M  w e  n e e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  
G o d ’ s  w a y s .   J e s u s  s a i d  “ M y  s h e e p  h e a r  m y  v o i c e  a n d  t h e y  f o l l o w  m e ” .  
 
S o  t o  s u m  u p ,  I  b e l i e v e  w e  w i l l  s e e  m o r e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  b a t t l e  
t o  t a k e  t h e  g o s p e l  t o  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  e a r t h .   A s  w e  h a v e  p r a y e d  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  
i n c r e a s e  o u r  p r a y e r  c o v e r ,  w e  w i l l  b e c o m e  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  l e s s  v u l n e r a b l e .   
B u t  t h e r e  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  t h e r e  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  m a r t y r s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
p r e a c h i n g  t h e  g o s p e l .   H o w e v e r ,  a s  w e  r e t u r n  t o  o u r  d e e p  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  l i s t e n  
a n d  o b e y ,  w e  c a n  s h a r e  i n  t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  w h i c h  t h e  A p o s t l e  P e t e r  w r o t e  t o  t h e  
e a r l y  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  i t s  s u f f e r i n g ,  “ T h e r e f o r e ,  l e t  t h o s e  a l s o  w h o  s u f f e r  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d  e n t r u s t  t h e i r  s o u l s  t o  a  f a i t h f u l  C r e a t o r  i n  d o i n g  
w h a t  i s  r i g h t ” .    1  P e t e r  4 : 1 9  ( N A S B )  
 
 
 
I n  H i s  P e a c e ,  

 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Lynn Green, 
I nt erna t i o na l  Ch a i rm a n. 

Storehouse Fund 
For many years we have had a Storehouse Fund that has 
b een used i n the event of  emerg enc i es.  T hese oc c asi ons have ari sen many ti mes i n rec ent 
years and the f unds are too l ow to b e of  muc h hel p .  N ow the G l ob al  L eadershi p  T eam of  
Y W A M  and T eam3  ( J ohn D awson,  I ai n M ui r and L ynn G reen)  want to b reathe new l i f e i nto 
the Storehouse f unds.  
 
For  more i nf ormati on g o to w w w . y w a m i c t. org   
Feedb ac k  wel c ome:  i c t@ ov a l . c om  
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D e a r  S i s t e r s  a n d  B r o t h e r s ,  
 
O n  M a y  3 rd ,  o u r  r e c e n t  g l o b a l  d a y  o f  p r a y e r ,  I  h a d  t o  g e t  a  v i s a  f r o m  t h e  C o n -
s u l a t e  f o r  I n d i a  i n  L o n d o n .   I  w a s  s o  s o r r y  t o  m i s s  p r a y e r  w i t h  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  
a t  H i g h f i e l d  O v a l ,  b u t  f o u n d  a  q u i e t  g a r d e n  a l o n g  t h e  b a n k  o f  t h e  R i v e r  
T h a m e s  i n  c e n t r a l  L o n d o n .    
 
A s  I  w a l k e d  a n d  p r a y e d ,  I  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h o s e  Y W A M e r s  w h o  h a v e  d i e d  o v e r  
t h e  y e a r s  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m o r e  w i l l  l a y  d o w n  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  d a y s  t o  c o m e .   I  
a l s o  b e g a n  t o  g r a p p l e  w i t h  t h o u g h t s  t h a t  a r e  h a r d  t o  p u t  i n t o  w o r d s ,  b u t  I  s u s -
p e c t  o t h e r s  h a v e  s i m i l a r  t h o u g h t s .   How should we view suffering and death in 
Y W A M ?   I s there a b asis for think ing this is the p ric e we p ay  for tak ing the 
gosp el to the nations?   A re those who have died m arty rs for the gosp el?   O r 
are som e of them  j ust tragic  ac c idents?  
 
M a n y  o f  o u r  d e a t h s  h a v e  b e e n  d u e  t o  t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t s  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  
f r o m  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  f a t a l  i l l n e s s e s .   A s  I  w a l k e d  a n d  p r a y e d  i n  t h e  g a r d e n ,  
I  c a m e  u p o n  a  m e m o r i a l  t o  W i l l i a m  T y n d a l e  a n d  t h i s  i s  w h a t  i t  s a y s :  
    
   W I L L I A M  T Y N D A L E  

 
F I R S T  T R A N S L A T O R  O F  T H E  N E W  T E S T A M E N T  I N T O  
E N G L I S H  F R O M  T H E  G R E E K .   B O R N  A . D .  1 4 8 4 ,  D I E D  
A  M A R T Y R  A T  V I L V O R D E  I N  B E L G I U M  A . D .  1 5 3 6 .  
 
“ T H Y  W O R D  I S  A  L A M P  U N T O  M Y  F E E T  A N D  A  L I G H T  
T O  M Y  P A T H ”  – “ T H E  E N T R A N C E  O F  T H Y  W O R D S  
G I V E T H  L I G H T . ”  P S A L M  C X I X  1 0 5 , 1 3 0  
 
“ A N D  T H I S  I S  T H E  R E W A R D  T H A T  G O D  H A T H  G I V E N  
T O  U S ,  E T E R N A L  L I F E . ”   I  J O H N  V   1 1 .  

        www.ywamict.org 

Please distribute this latest letter from Lynn as widely as 
p ossible among  your Y W A M  staff and students.   Please 
t r an slat e i f  n ec essar y ,  an d  d o  sen d  a c o p y  o f  y o u r  t r an slat i o n  t o :  
i c t @ o v al. c o m  t o  b e p o st ed  o n  o u r  w eb si t e.    
T h an k  y o u !  
T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C h a i r m a n ’ s  T e a m  
 
This letter is also available as a podcast at www.ywamict.org  



 
T H E  L A S T  W O R D S  O F  W I L L I A M  T Y N D A L E  W E R E ,  
“ L O R D  O P E N  T H E  K I N G  O F  E N G L A N D ’ S  E Y E S . ”    
W I T H I N  A  Y E A R  A F T E R W A R D S  A  B I B L E  W A S  
P L A C E D  I N  E V E R Y  P A R I S H  C H U R C H  B Y  T H E  K I N G ’ S  
C O M M A N D .  

 
T y n d a l e  i s  r e c o n i s e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  m a r t y r s  i n  C h r i s t i a n  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  I  
w o n d e r e d  i f  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  w a y ?   H o w  d i d  h i s  f a m i l y  f e e l ?    
T h e  i d e a  o f  h a v i n g  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  c o m m o n  l a n g u a g e  w a s  
s c a n d a l o u s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a n d  h e a v i l y  o p p o s e d  b y  t h e  c l e r g y  t h r o u g h o u t  
E u r o p e .   I n  1 5 3 6  h e  w a s  c o n v i c t e d  o f  h e r e s y ,  s t r a n g l e d  a n d  h i s  b o d y  b u r n e d .  
 
W i t h  5 0 0  y e a r s  o f  h i n d s i g h t ,  w e  h a v e  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  h e  w a s  a  m a r t y r .   B u t  
w h a t  a b o u t  t h e  s o -c a l l e d  a c c i d e n t  o r  t h e  f a t a l  i l l n e s s  c o n t r a c t e d  o n  t h e  m i s -
s i o n  f i e l d ?   A f t e r  g r a p p l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  i n  p r a y e r  a n d  t h o u g h t ,  I  a m  c o n v i n c e d  
t h a t  a l l  w h o s e  l i v e s  c o m e  t o  a  p r e m a t u r e  e n d  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
o b e y i n g  J e s u s  a s  m i s s i o n a r i e s  c a n  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  h a v e  g i v e n  t h e i r  l i v e s  
f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  g o s p e l .  
 
A s  Y W A M  l e a d e r s  w e  n e e d  t o  d i g  i n t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  s t i l l  f u r t h e r .   W h a t  d o  w e  
t h i n k  a b o u t  t h o s e  w h o  m i g h t  h a v e  t a k e n  u n n e c e s s a r y  r i s k s ?   F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  v e n t u r e s  i n t o  t h e  s u r f  k n o w i n g  t h e y  c a n ’ t  s w i m  v e r y  w e l l ,  o r  
t h e  o n e  w h o  t a k e s  a  m o d e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t h a t  i s  k n o w n  t o  b e  e x t r e m e l y  
d a n g e r o u s ,  o r  t h e  o n e  w h o  i s  h a b i t u a l l y  a  d a n g e r o u s  d r i v e r .   W h e n  a  Y W A -
M e r  o r  a n y  C h r i s t i a n  w o r k e r  l o s e s  t h e i r  l i f e  u n d e r  t h a t  s o r t  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e  i t  
i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t .   W e  h a v e  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  d o  a l l  w e  c a n  t o  p r o t e c t  
o u r  w o r k e r s  f r o m  u n n e c e s s a r y  r i s k  a n d  y e t  i t  i s  s o  e a s y  t o  b e c o m e  f e a r f u l  
a n d  o v e r -c o n t r o l l i n g  i n  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  s t a f f  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  o u r  s t u -
d e n t s .    
 
M a n y  y e a r s  a g o ,  I  w a s  i n  C y p r u s  w h e n  I  r e c e i v e d  a  p h o n e  c a l l  s a y i n g  t h a t  a  
n e w l y  m a r r i e d  S w e d i s h  c o u p l e  w h o  w e r e  s t u d e n t s  o n  o u r  D T S  h a d  b e e n  k i d -
n a p p e d  i n  D a g e s t a n .   W h e n  I  h e a r d  t h a t  n e w s  I  w a s  b o t h  f e a r f u l  a n d  a n g r y .   
T o  m e ,  i t  w a s  i n d e f e n s i b l e  t h a t  a n y  Y W A M  l e a d e r  w o u l d  a l l o w  D T S  s t u d e n t s  
t o  g o  o n  o u t r e a c h  i n  a  c o u n t r y  a b o u t  w h i c h  i t  w a s  s a i d ,  “ t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  
s o u r c e  o f  f o r e i g n  c u r r e n c y  i s  r a n s o m s  f r o m  k i d n a p p i n g s ” .   W h e n  I  p h o n e d  
l e a d e r s  w h o  w e r e  n e a r e r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  I  b e g a n  t o  l e a r n  a  r e m a r k a b l e  s t o r y  
a b o u t  a  y o u n g  c o u p l e  w h o  h a d  b e e n  i n t e r c e d i n g  f o r  D a g e s t a n  f o r  m a n y  
y e a r s ,  a n d  w h o s e  p a r e n t s  a n d  h o m e  c h u r c h  h a d  s e n t  t h e m  t o  t h e  D T S  w i t h  
t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  g o  t o  D a g e s t a n .   T h e  c o u p l e  w e r e  c o n v i n c e d  
t h a t  w h a t e v e r  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e m  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  t h e y  h a d  g o n e  t h e r e  i n  d i -
r e c t  o b e d i e n c e  t o  G o d .   A s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h e y  s p e n t  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  i n  c a p t i v -
i t y ,  b u t  w e r e  r e m a r k a b l y  s t r e n g t h e n e d  b y  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  a n d  
h a d  a  p o w e r f u l  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t e l l .   W h a t  I  f e l t  w a s  a n  u n a c c e p t a b l e  r i s k  w a s  
a c t u a l l y  d e t a i l e d  o b e d i e n c e  t o  G o d ’ s  l e a d i n g .    

 
T h a t  s t o r y  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  o n l y  s o l u t i o n  t o  o u r  d i l e m m a .   W e  m u s t  b e  o b e d i e n t  
s e r v a n t s .   A s  w e  g o  t o  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  t o  p r e a c h  t h e  g o s p e l  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  
m o r e  i l l n e s s  a n d  m o r e  l i v e s  w i l l  b e  l a i d  d o w n .   W e  a r e  p r a y i n g  f o r  m o r e  p r o -
t e c t i v e  c o v e r  f r o m  h e a v e n  a n d  w e  a r e  n o t  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n y o n e  t o  t a k e  r i s k s  
j u s t  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  a d v e n t u r e .   B u t  w e  w i l l  n o t  s h r i n k  b a c k  f r o m  t h e  c h a l l e n g -
i n g  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .   T h o s e  w h o  a r e  w a l k i n g  i n  o b e d i e n c e  a n d  l a y  d o w n  
t h e i r  l i v e s  a r e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  t h e  s t e p s  o f  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  m a r t y r s .    
 
As we consider this subject it provokes us not only to pray for more protective 
cover from heaven,  but also that we mig ht become more sensitive to G od’ s 
voice.   O ne of Y W AM ’ s cornerstone teaching s is that G od speaks and H is peo-
ple hear H is voice.   I t was no accident that the L ord led L oren to write the first 
Y W AM  book on that subject,  “ I s that really you,  G od? ”   S ometimes,  thoug h,  we 
g et so focused on strateg ies,  travel advice from various embassies and foreig n 
offices,  the cost of tickets and other practical issues that we sq ueez e out G od’ s 
voice and replace it with our own thinking .   G od has deeply convicted me of that 
over the past couple of years and I  am on a journey to increase my sensitivity to 
the leading  of the H oly S pirit.   I t has been like retracing  my first couple of years 
with Y W AM  ex cept that I  am having  to do it at a deeper level with more repen-
tance and brokenness.   I  realiz e that I  have let my ex perience and wisdom re-
place G od’ s voice in far too many of my decisions.   O f course,  it is obvious that 
no matter how much I  learn or how much I  study the word of G od and under-
stand H is ways I  will never have a fraction of G od’ s insig ht and knowledg e.   S o 
it always makes sense to listen to H im and “ lean not to my own understanding ” .    
 
I  was much more determined to hear from G od when I  was just starting  in ser-
vice overseas because I  constantly felt out of my depth,  had no ex perience and 
often no one else to turn to for counsel,  but with ex perienced wise counselors 
and an increasing  knowledg e of G od’ s word I  became more self-reliant.   N ow I  
have to repent of that pride very reg ularly and break old habits that are deeply 
entrenched.  
 
T here is another reason why I  have strayed away from the simple path of hear-
ing  and obeying .   All of us know that the word of the L ord is not nearly as clear 
to us as it seems to be to some of the B iblical characters,  w h o  r e c o r d e d  e x t e n -
s i v e  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  G o d .   I t  i s  e a s y  t o  m a k e  m i s t a k e s  a b o u t  w h a t  G o d  i s  s a y -
i n g  a n d  t h a t  f o r c e s  u s  t o  w a l k  i n  d e e p  h u m i l i t y .   O f  c o u r s e ,  o u r  p r i d e  d o e s n ’ t  
l i k e  t h a t ,  s o  s o o n  w e  s t o p  a s k i n g  G o d  a n d  b e g i n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H e  d o e s  n o t  
s p e a k  a s  c l e a r l y  a s  H e  u s e d  t o  s p e a k  t o  H i s  p e o p l e .   O r  p e r h a p s  w e  t h i n k  f o r  
s o m e  r e a s o n  t h a t  H e  d o e s n ’ t  s p e a k  c l e a r l y  t o  m e .   I  u s e d  t o  h a v e  a l l  k i n d s  o f  
r e a s o n s  w h y  I  t h o u g h t  G o d  d i d  n o t  s p e a k  a s  c l e a r l y  t o  m e  a s  H e  d o e s  t o  
s o m e  p e o p l e .   I n  t h e  e n d  I  s e e  a l l  t h o s e  a s  c o m p r i s i n g  a  s y s t e m  o f  u n b e l i e f ,  
s o  I  h a v e  f o u n d  m y s e l f  r e p e n t i n g  a l m o s t  d a i l y  o f  u n b e l i e f  a s  w e l l  a s  p r i d e  


